
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Boat club ties 
Boat club ties are available to 
alumni for £15. If you would 
like to purchase one please 

contact our alumni officer at: 
james.mountain@lmh.ox.ac.uk 

 

Dear Friends of LMHBC, 

I hope this newsletter finds you well. It has been a very 
exciting year for LMHBC both on and off the water. I am 
particularly pleased to announce both the launch of our 
President's Fund and the arrival of a new Men's boat, the Peter 
and John Robson, thanks to our very generous supporter Mark 
Robson. The President's Fund has been set up to help provide 
the necessary coaching and equipment required to keep the 
standard of rowing at LMH high, whilst also making sure it is 
accessible to all students. Details of how to donate to the fund 
can be found on the alumni page of our new website - 
www.lmhboatclub.wordpress.com. All donations, big or small, 
make a huge difference to us and we are extremely grateful for 
all the support we receive. 

This season we have seen a complete change in coaching staff, 
the departure of M1 coach Peter Haining marks the end of an 
era for LMHBC and I hope you will join us in wishing him and 
his new family all the best for the future.  His successor Mike 
Genchi brings years of experience to the team, having coached 
GB crews in the past and more recently he was head coach of 
OUWBC. Under his watchful eye the boys have made some 
good progress and I know they are very excited to race in the 
new boat this term. 

The women's first boat have been working hard under their 
coach, Jonathan Ross, and are aiming to break into the top 
division of Torpids this year. They've had a promising start 
and put in a solid performance during the last Isis Winter 
League event of term, finishing 3rd. Three members of the 
boat then joined Corpus Christi to compete in Wallingford 
Head and thoroughly enjoyed the chance to do some external 
racing and overtake many crews in the process! 

Our new lower boats coach, Alastair Cooper, set a gruelling 
training program for the new starters which certainly paid off 
in Christ Church Regatta! The women knocked out Merton and 
Univ to make it into the third round and the men convincingly 
beat Mansfield in the first round before losing to a very strong 
Worcester crew. The introduction of a lower boats coach is 
making a huge difference to LMHBC and is one of the benefits 
we are enjoying thanks to the Presidents fund. 

All squads are now looking forward to racing in Torpids at the 
end of this term, please cross your fingers for an end to the 
flooding in Oxford so we can get out on the river! It is always 
fantastic to have support from alumni on the bank and I look 
forward to seeing lots of you there!  

Best Wishes, 
Rachel York 
LMHBC President 2013-14. 

 

 

LMHBC Events 2014 - Dates for your Diary 

Torpids: 5th-8th of March 
Boat race gathering: 6th of April 

Summer Eights: 28th-31st of May 
Boat Club Dinner: 31st May 

Henley Royal Regatta Picnic: 5th of July 

Invitations and details of the events will be 
sent out nearer the time, we hope to see lots 

of you there! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Boys Race 

As part of the celebration of the new M1 boat we held 
the first ever old boys vs. current boys race. It is 
apparently an unspoken rule that when these sort of 
races occur the old boys jump the start to gain an 
advantage, however this was not a rule that those of us 
in current boys boat were aware of! There were 
several mouths open as we watched them race off but 
after a fairly shaky start fitness did prevail and we 
powered ahead to win by a length. It was a great deal 
of fun and we hope this can be repeated in the future, 
thanks to everyone who took part! 

The photo to the right is of the old boys crew. 

It is always a great pleasure to be contacted by members of our alumni who wish to share stories of their experiences of 
rowing at LMHBC. We were particularly touched to hear from Jon Dwyer who was one of the first men to row at LMH. He 
will be attending the Boat Club dinner on the 31st of May as our guest to speak about his experience and we would like to 
encourage anyone who rowed at LMH around the same time to attend! Here is the start of his story: 

The birth of men’s rowing at LMH, 1979 - Jon Dwyer  ( LMH Biochemistry 1979-85) 

Coming up to LMH, in 1979, I was one of around forty men in the first year of intake of male students. I was already 
determined to row, having been to Eights Week to support my sister, who rowed for St Anne’s. My passion was cycle-
racing but I had already seen how popular rowing is at Oxford. 

The LMHBC Committee had prepared for the first intake of male students, by making an arrangement with Magdalen, 
who had admitted female students for the first time, that year. Any LMH men who wanted to row would row for 
Magdalen, whilst Magdalen women would row for LMH. As one of a small group of male freshers who attended the 
first LMHBC meeting of the year, I immediately felt disappointed that I wouldn’t be rowing for my own college, but I 
was encouraged by an invitation to all to attend circuit training in Toynbee JCR later on that day. I was very used to 
circuit training and, when three male freshers joined the Women’s 1st VIII, for the training session, we were all made 
to feel very welcome. The Women’s 1st VIII were a very fit crew! 

It was obvious that there were nearly enough men, already, who had shown an interest in rowing for LMHBC, which 
was what I really wanted to do: I asked the Captain of Boats if, providing I could round up enough people to make a 
crew, we could row as LMH Men. I think the idea really appealed to the Committee and, once I’d done the rounds of 
college, twisting a few arms, the first men’s VIII (which we wouldn’t have dared call the ‘Men’s 1st VIII) was born. As I 
recall, we had ten men for bank-tubbing and, when my own bank-tubbing turned out to be much harder to master 
than I’d expected, I even worried I wouldn’t make the crew! Fortunately, the first ever LMH rugby team was also 
recruiting heavily at that time, and we lost a couple of potential rowers to rugby. 

We were coached by Caroline Brown, who had just finished her spell as Captain of Boats, the previous year. We rowed 
in a clinker-built boat that had been bought from Radley School: I remember it had such short slides that we regularly 
hit front and backstops on the same stroke. We did use Magdalen’s blades, for a term: useful when we found ourselves 
getting in the way of more experienced crews on the river. 

LMH men entered Christ Church Regatta at the end of our first term and, although well beaten in the first round, we 
were tremendously proud. And Magdalen Women? One was included in an LMH novice crew, but having said she 
wouldn’t do early morning outings, the association was short-lived. 

Please do share your stories too by contacting either rachel.york@lmh.ox.ac.uk or james.mountain@lmh.ox.ac.uk. 

 


