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Dear Alumni, 

I would like to introduce you to 

our yearly LMHBC newsletter.  

For those of you unfamiliar to 

this newsletter its main 

purpose is to simply keep you 

in the loop with what’s going 

on at LMHBC and hopefully 

encourage you to get involved 

with as many boat club events 

as possible. We will be 

organizing open days and 

dinners well in advance so that 

you have plenty of time to book 

the date in your calendars! In 

fact at the end of this newsletter 

you will find an invitation to 

Boat Club/Summer Eights  2010 

dinner. These are both great 

chances to reminisce with old 

crew members and to share 

boatie anecdotes. In fact, on 

request we would be able to 

contact old crew members and 

try and get you all down 

together. 

As well as outing the events 

we are holding, there will also 

be a short summary about 

how current crews are doing 

in Torpids and Summer 

Eights. 

 Thanks to our new webmaster 

we have an excellent new 

website (www.lmhbc.com) 

where you can get more 

detailed information about 

what is going on at LMHBC. 

It really would be fantastic to 

see as many of you as possible 

at our alumni events this year 

and in the future! 

 

Matei Beremski 

LMHBC President 

 

Inside this issue: 

Contact details 

 President: 

Matei Beremski 
 

club.president@lmhbc.com 
 
 Men’s Captain: 

Gordon Stevenson 

m.cap@lmhbc.com 

 

 Women’s Captain: 

Daisy Hooper 

     w.cap@lmhbc.com 

 

Forthcoming LMHBC alumni events in 2010 

 3rd – 6th March – Torpids 

 25th April – Boat Club Open day 

Details to come from college 

 
 26th - 29th May – Summer Eights 

 

 29th May – Boat Club/Summer Eights dinner 

Dinner for all LMHBC alumni and current members. Invitations attached 
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Irene Barrett reminisces about the old days… 

 

In 1969, in the days of Women only colleges, a group of us decided it would be fun to row in Eights' Week 

(Torpids being far too Spartan a possibility) The historians among us had finished the punishing schedule of 

Prelims at the end of Michaelmas term, and we foolishly felt we had some time to spare. Women were not 

"allowed" to row then, and we thought it would be amusing to learn, and take part in some capacity. 

 

We had some good friends in our neighbours, Keble, who not only loaned us equipment, but provided us with 

a patient coach. The abiding memory we all have is of horrendously early mornings, cycling down to the river 

to thrash about ineffectually on the river before The Men arrived with more serious intent. Alarms at 5.30, at 

the boathouse by 6.00. 

 

What had started out as an entertaining diversion suddenly became the subject of not only the local Oxford 

press, but was then Articles and pictures appeared constantly during May, most famously 

perhaps, the Front Cover of Private Eye which featured a picture with speech bubbles. The very antithesis of 

Womens' Lib, we scoured Elliston and Cavell (now Debenhams) and the Covered Market for material to make 

our costumes on hand-cranked sewing machines. We made white seersucker blouses, and trimmed them with 

Crew of 1969 

yards of red braid to pick up the 

red in our long skirts, navy with 

flowers. The idea was to look like 

the epitome of Victorian 

elegance........ but the skirts were 

whipped off at the last minute as 

we got into the boat. 

 

We rowed  ”against" a Keble Eight, 

who entered into the spirit of the 

occasion by bedecking their boaters 

with flowers and appearing as 

Morris Men. Of course, in 

traditional manner, I was thrown in 

at the end of the race. 

 

Whilst we all thought it unfair that 

women weren't allowed to row 

then, and we were making a stand 

by doing so in our own way, we all 

did it for fun, with the overt and 

generous help of men, and very 

tongue-in-cheek. Perhaps that is 

why the whole thing was such a 

success and excited such attention. 

In the natural order of things, 

Womens' rowing would have 

happened anyway, but we all 

enjoyed a happy summer pushing 

it towards its arrival in the Oxford 

Calendar. I am delighted that my 

own daughter rowed, though for 

Lincoln, and has her blade. 

 

 

Irene Barrett, Modern History, 

Matriculated in 1968   

 

 

“What was a total 

surprise to us all was the 

enormous amount of 

media interest we 

generated… taken up by 

all the nationals, even the 

BBC.” 
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Women’s 1st VIII Torpids  Men’s 1st VIII Torpids  

After a 

disappointing start, 

we end up one 

place lower than 

we started, it was a 

very positive race 

for us: this term the 

crew started to feel 

really united and 

this showed in our 

capability to react 

as a unit, and this 

combined with 

hard-going land 

sessions made it 

possible to row 

well and bump, 

even if we'd only 

had a handful of 

outings before 

Torpids! So after 

years of free fall for 

the LMH W1, it 

seems as if the tide 

is turning! 

This year in Torpids 

M1 managed to stay 

flat in the rankings 

keeping us 1st in div II. 

Overall this was a 

disappointing result for 

M1 as we were hoping 

to finish in div I. 

However with our 

crew staying nearly 

identical for summer 

eights we hope that the 

experience gained from 

these races will be give 

us the opportunity to 

do well in Summer 

Eights. 

 

 

For more detailed information about current crews please visit our website www.lmhbc.com . 

After our fantastic 

result in Torpids 

we were optimistic 

about racing in 

Summer Eights. 

Despite falling two 

places in Division 

III, we had a 

challenging 

competition from 

which we can draw 

many positives.  

Although this was 

a disappointing 

result, we made a 

strong effort which 

we intend to build 

upon and with W1 

retaining virtually 

the same crew we 

look forward to the 

year ahead with 

confidence. 

 

Women’s 1st VIII Summer Eights  Men’s 1st VIII Summer Eights  

Our result this year 

was up 3, in moving us 

into Div II. Our success 

this year was largely 

due to getting good 

race experience at 

Bedford a few weeks 

before Summer Eights 

and to good continuity 

of crew members. In 

addition, our 

determination and 

continued grueling 

training with our coach 

Peter Haining allowed 

us to comfortable 

achieve 3 bumps and 

finish solidly in div II. 

Undoubtedly, we will 

have the same attitude 

next year and with a bit 

of luck we stand a good 

chance of getting 

blades. 

 

 

http://www.lmhbc.com/


 

 

 

  

 
 

As a growing boat club, we need to periodically update our equipment. Whether that means 

buying a new boat or getting a new ergo it is all necessary to ensure its continued success. Due 

to the expensive nature of rowing we cannot solely rely on sponsorship, hence it is important to 

retain a strong alumni base to help keep the club going. 

We appreciate that instead of donating money you may wish to purchase something specific for 

the club in your name. To help you decide, we have compiled a list of what kind of equipment 

the boat club needs. Even if you don’t want buy a whole item we appreciate any and all 

contributions!  

Sponsorship 

10 Harewood Avenue  
London NW1 6AA  
 
Phone: +44 (0) 207 595 
2000  
 

www.bnpparibas.com/en  

The bank for a changing 
world 

As of this year, we are proudly sponsored by BNP Paribas. We have been trying to secure 

sponsorship for a while now and hopefully with this much needed extra financial backing we 

will be able to train crews properly and keep our equipment up to date. 
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BNP Paribas is one of the most successful banking groups in the world today. It is one of only six global 

banks with a Standard & Poor’s credit rating of AA or higher, boasting an extensive banking network 

of 202,300 employees across 83 countries that serves 16,000 corporate and institutional clients and 20 

million retail customers worldwide. BNP Paribas is now the largest bank in the eurozone in terms of 

deposits and was the Number 1 bookrunner of all Euro-denominated bonds from Corporate, Financial 

and Public Sector institutions worldwide in 2009 (Thomson Reuters). BNP Paribas' business is based 

on three core activities:  

 

 Retail banking  

 Corporate & Investment Banking 

 Investment Solutions 

Wish List 

Wish list Cost 
Priority (1 = 

highest 5 = lowest) 

By when we 

would need it 
Comments 

Cox box £530 1 HT 2009 

Currently have 2 cox boxes (1 of which is being 

repaired). We would ideally like to have 3-4 to 

accommodate around 10 crews during regattas. 

New set of blades £2,500  1/2 ASAP 
The W2 and M2 blades are very old and should really 

have been updates a while ago. 

New 8 for W1 £8,000 4 2011 The W1 boat will have been in use for around 6 years. 

4 in raceable 

condition 
£2,500 3 ASAP 

We have access to a 4 that we share with Trinity but 

this is an old boat and is only good for training. Ideally 

we would have a 4 that could be used for racing as 

well, giving us the opportunity to get more people out. 

Trailer for launch at 

Abingdon 
£1,000 5 -   

New ergos £1000 per unit 2 ASAP 
We have 2 ergos that that are old and out of date. Any 

more would be a huge benefit to training. 

 

 If you have any queries or would simply like to place a donation please don’t hesitate to contact 

me, Matei Beremski at club.president@lmhbc.com . Every little helps! 

   

http://www.bnpparibas.com/en
mailto:club.president@lmhbc.com


Lady Margaret Hall Boat Club Ties 
 

 

 
 
Dear Alumni, 

   If you would like to purchase a boat club tie please return the attached slip to Matei Beremski, 

Lady Margaret Hall, Norham Gardens, Oxford OX2 6QA. 

 

Best Wishes 

 

Matei Beremski 

LMHBC President 2009-2010 

 

 

Name: 

 

Number of Ties Required: 

Email address: 

 

Address: 

 

 

Please Enclose a cheque payable to LMHBC for £20.00 per tie required. If overseas postage 

required please include a £2.50 supplement.  
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Boat Club Dinner 2010 
 

 
Dear Alumni, 

   It is my pleasure to invite you to LMHBC Dinner 2010. This year it will be held in college on 

the 29st May at 7:15pm. There will be a drinks reception in the Old Library in college from 6:30pm followed by a meal 

in the college dining hall. This year Boat Club dinner will also be celebrating the end of summer VIIIs so aside from 

reminiscing with alumni, the current boat club will also be attending, a great chance to meet the current generation of 

boatie enthusiasts! If you wish to attend please return the attached reply slip to Development Office, Lady Margaret 

Hall, Norham Gardens, Oxford OX2 6QA. 

 

Best Wishes 

 

Matei Beremski 

LMHBC President 2009-2010 

 
Name: 

 

Address: 

 

 

Number of Places Required: 

 

Dietary requirements: 

 

Email Address: 

 

Phone Number: 

 

Please enclose a cheque payable to LMHBC for £37.50 per person. Alternatively alumni (not current students) can pay 

online at http://www.lmh-alumni.org/NetCommunity/Page.aspx?pid=318 
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