
 

  

Dear Friends of LMHBC, 

Another season has drawn to a close and it really has been a 

fantastic year to be a part of. Not only have we had some 

great performances on the water, we've had LMHBC members 

representing the university, we've run bigger alumni events 

than in previous years and most importantly we've had a lot of 

fun! The club is also now receiving more support, both 

advisory and financial, which is hopefully going to make a 

significant difference to our members over the coming years 

as we are working hard to reduce the cost of rowing at LMH, 

whilst increasing both the quality of coaching and equipment 

that our members have access to. We are also really keen to 

increase interaction with you, our alumni, and I would like to 

take this opportunity to encourage every single one of you to 

stay involved with the club. Although my time at LMH has now 

ended, I know that I will take with me many special memories 

and friendships that I am very keen to hold on to, and so no 

doubt you will find me hanging around the boat house a fair 

amount next year! 

Best wishes, 

Rachel York 

LMHBC President 2013-14 

LMHBC Events 2014-15 - Dates for your Diary 

Michaelmas Gathering: 1 November 2014 
Torpids: 4-7 March 2015 

Boat race gathering: 11 April 2015 
Summer Eights: 27-30 May 2015 (tbc)  
Boat Club Dinner: 3o May 2015 (tbc) 

Henley Royal Regatta Picnic: 4 July 2015 

More details to follow, we hope to see lots of you 
there! 

 

Summer Eights Report 

Summer Eights was the first time many of our rowers took part in a bumps race following the unfortunate cancellation 

of Torpids due to flooding. Nerves were high on Wednesday as one by one the boats rowed up to their bungline and 

awaited the start cannon which would begin what was to be a fairly mixed week! The men's first boat had an 

impressive start with a quick bump on Brasenose, giving them a great deal of confidence for the rest of the 

competition. Sadly Thursday did not go to plan for the crew and they found themselves sat in the bank with two 

broken blades and no idea how they had not managed to bump the crew who had just been inches in front of them. 

They recovered well and had a great row over on Friday followed by a well-deserved bump on St. Anne’s on Saturday. 

The women's first boat were in great spirits despite a last minute substitution two days before the event and were 

expecting to have a strong week following some good performances in the previous term. Unfortunately they found 

themselves rowing up the river alone on Wednesday, with everyone around them bumping out in the first minute. 

They followed this with a quick bump on St. Hilda’s the next day, another row over on Friday and a bump on Queens 

College on the Saturday. The men's second boat were the kings of rowing over, and probably rowed further than the 

other 3 boats put together throughout the week! As the sandwich boat at the top of division 6 they rowed very well on 

the first few days but were unfortunately caught by Green Templeton and University College later in the week. Our 

women's second boat were sadly awarded spoons, plus one penalty bump for causing a mega claxon! Despite this they 

seemed to have a fantastic time and the girls were widely regarded as one of the most attractive boats on the river. 

Saturday evening brought the boat club dinner and a chance to celebrate another year of rowing at LMH with those of 

you who were able to attend. A good time was had by all and we hope to see lots of you again next year! 

LMH M1 2014 

LMH W1 2014 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Engagement!!! 
It is with great joy that we are able to 

announce the engagement of two of our 

former members, Karen Clarke (2008-2011) 

and Paul Taylor (2008-2012). I think everyone 

knew this was going to happen (even if Paul 

took a while to catch on) and we can't 

imagine a couple more suited to each other. 

Lots of love and best wishes for the future!  

 

Success for LMH rowers in the University Squads 
Over the past few years there has been a notable increase in the number of LMH rowers who have made it into the 

University squads. After racing in the spare pair for OUBC in 2013, James Mountain was selected to sit in the six-seat 

of Isis for the annual race against Goldie. There was a great turnout of past and present members of LMHBC at our 

boat race gathering to watch him race, and while close races are very exciting I think we were all delighted to see the 

Oxford boat winning by such a large margin! James will be returning for the 2014/15 season and fingers crossed he will 

be racing again next year (Blue boat??!!). Lightweight blue Benjamin Bronselear took this season off following his win 

against Cambridge in 2013 but was back in the OULRC top boat for Henley Royal Regatta a few weeks ago where they 

were very unfortunate to come up against last year's winners in the first round of the Temple Challenge cup. We are 

also expecting to see him make a return to the university squad next year to try and win a second boat race. First year 

student Ellie Backhouse had a promising start to the season with OUWBC/OUWLRC but was denied a boat race due to 

a recurring back injury. She is now back to full fitness and won gold at the European Universities Games in Rotterdam 

as part of the Oxford lightweight women's quad. Several students have also taken part in the university development 

squads which are run over the summer and are aimed at people who might trial during the next academic year. Our 

Men's captain Robin Veale took part in the lightweight men's development squad and Cecilia Karlsson from our 

women's first boat raced in the lightweight women's development eight at Henley Women's regatta, where they made 

it into the second round of the academic eights competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       James Mountain celebrating his victory against Goldie               Ellie Backhouse in the 2-seat of the OUWLRC quad 

 

 

The photo above is of our M2 squad. Our lower boats have grown 

in both strength and numbers following the introduction of a paid 

coach for them, which would not have been possible without the 

generosity of our alumni and the launch of the President's fund 

earlier this year. As a relatively small boat club every donation really 

does make a difference and details on how to contribute to this 

fund can be found the alumni page of our website.    

        www.lmhboatclub.wordpress.com 



 

 

Alumni Spotlight - Ross Stevenson (LMHBC President 2010/11) 

I joined Lea Rowing Club in September 2012, one year after leaving LMH and was initially worried that rowing wouldn't 

feel the same without the old friends, intercollegiate rivalries and bumps racing. However I soon realised that I was still 

training with friends, that there were new rivalries out there and that the emotions of racing, winning and losing are 

(almost) as strong when at Dorney Lake or Henley as they are on the Isis. This season has been more successful than I 

could have hoped for, with major wins at both head races and regattas. Throughout the winter training was hard, but 

the hard work paid off when we won Greenwich head outright and won the Intermediate 2 category at Hammersmith 

Head. Unfortunately the major event of the winter season, the Head of the River Race was cancelled while the race was 

underway due to poor conditions. We had already overtaken three crews when we were told to stop and while we were 

disappointed not to make it to the finish, when we saw crews being rescued from their sinking boats we understood the 

decision!  

Onto the summer regatta season and the build up to Henley Royal Regatta. Metropolitan Regatta was the first major 

event of the season and is held at Dorney Lake. It was here that I picked up my first regatta win and therefore my first 

British Rowing point, thereby finally losing my 'novice' status seven years after climbing into the Fother on the Isis. We 

also went to Bedford Regatta where we reached the final of Elite eights, beating Oriel on the way (does that make us 

Head of the River?) and Reading Amateur Regatta where we won Senior Eights. The Thames Cup at Henley Royal 

Regatta was the goal for us all season as this is the event for club eights. From previous events this season we knew we 

were somewhere in the top six fastest British crews, but that with the addition of foreign crews coming from Frankfurt, 

Boston and Melbourne things would be tricky. Unfortunately we weren't 'selected' (i.e. seeded) for the event and when 

the draw happened we were drawn against Union Boat Club, USA, the foreigners who had come over from Boston. We 

knew it would be a tough race, and we came very close to causing an upset. Going off the start at rate 46, we were 

ahead at the end of Temple Island (about 250m), however their power advantage started to tell as they slowly crept 

away from us. The distance never went to clear water and the official verdict was 3/4 length. Despite losing in the first 

round, we were proud of our performance. This only makes me more determined for next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We love to hear from our alumni so please do share your stories like Ross has by emailing 

katharine.higgs@lmh.ox.ac.uk or holly.donovan@lmh.ox.ac.uk 

Purchasing kit 
There are several items of LMHBC kit that you as alumni can 

purchase. LMHBC blazers are available from Walters on Turl 

Street for approx. £225. If you would like an LMHBC tie for £15 

then please contact james.mountain@lmh.ox.ac.uk. We are also 

very happy to include you in our current squad orders for grey 

jumpers (modelled on the left by our men's VC) or any of our 

racing kit, including the stylish new first boat all in ones! We 

generally put an order in once a term so please contact 

holly.donovan@lmh.ox.ac.uk if you are interested in any of 

these items. 


